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Practices of the “Bongam-sa Gyeolsa.”
- Sungchol’s Neungomju-Chanting,
Jawoon’s Precepts, and Chongdam’s 108
Prostrations of Repentance. -

Kim, Sung-soon
Research prof, The Geumgang Center of Buddhist Studies, Geumgang University

{Abstract)

The Bongamsa Society, a Buddhist practice community movement that tried to
restore fundamental precepts, is a rarity in Korean Buddhism where it defined as a
Buddhist Society with an outside view. The Bongamsa Society rigorously followed
Buddhist prescept, that were characteristic of early Buddhism and practicing
Chamson, Neungdmju-chanting, and the 108 Prostrations of Repentance daily. The
three leading monks, Jawoon, Chongdam, and Sungchdl, each developed different
Buddhist practices after the demise of the Bongamsa-Gyeolsa,

Jawoon concentrated on the practice of Pureland Buddhism after the age of 50,
and Chongdam extended the 108 Prostrations of Repentance to the “Patriotic
Repentance” ritual based on his experience of engaged-movement, In Sungchdl’s
case, at least officially, no more mention was made of Neungdm-ju chanting after he
assumed the position of chief monk of Haein-sa in 1967. This was due to the Jogye
order’s official doctrine that emphasized the practice of “GanhwasOn,” independently
of his personal practice. To conclude, we find that the three leading monks
continuously transformed each of the Bongamsa practices according to their internal

and external needs,
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Key Words : Bongamsa-Society, Neungdmju-chanting, 108 Repentance,
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