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From Non-self to True Self
—the formation and development of the Buddhist

concept of non-self—

Jongwook Kim

The concept of non-self(anatman) means that the self(atman) is not
an ego with substantiality but a provisional conception(prajngpti) by
interdependent (pratityasamutpanna) process, and only though eliminating
this fixed and unchangeable substantiality it is possible that the moral
subject is changed and advanced in discipline, But the Sarvastivadins
assert that regardless of dependent arising(pratityasamutpada) the
elements(75 dharmas) are real in the times of past, present and future,
and the reality of these fundamental dharmas indicates the proof of
anatman, In opposition to this assertion, the Madhyamaka Buddhists
maintain that just because of depentent arising the dharmas are not real
and the emptiness($tinyta) of non-substantiality rightly succeeds to the
meaning of andtman. And Yogacara Buddhists contend that the
construction of everything by consciousness elucidates anatman of all
dharmas and being of dlaya-vijiana means non-being of the self. The
thinkers of Tathagata-garbha Buddhism claim that the capahility of
awakening dharmadhatu, §tnyta and anatman as the nature of Tathgata
conceals itself in our inside nature of mind, and so they prove anitman
by being of Tathagata-garbha. And then the Chinese Buddhists
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substitute the Tathagata-garbha by the Buddha-nature, make the
Buddha-nature the mind nature and world nature, and therefore persist
that the self of Buddha-nature is the true self. However in so far as that
the meaning of Buddha-nature implicates the dharmadhatt, $onyata and
anatman, the concept of true self does not mean the confirmation of the
substantial self and atman, but imply the reinterpretation of anatman by
the affirmation theory of Chinese realism, which the actuality is just the
truth,

[Key Words] Non-self, True Self, Ego, Buddha-nature, Suchness



