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[Abstract]

The panorama of the archetype of Chilchiljae and its
variation

The first author: Lee, Sung woon
Research director, Institute of Buddhist rites and culture

The second author: Kim, In mook
Researcher, Institute of Buddhist rites and culture

This writing considers the archetype of Chilchiljae (45175,
the weekly ritual for seven weeks) after death in Korean Buddhism
and its variation from the perspective of the ritual. The name of
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Chilchiljae, popular nowadays, used in recent years. According to the
Buddhist concept of life and death, it is said that human beings can
be reborn in a better world as a result of both their own wholesome
deeds and Chilchiljae others perform for antarrabhava (15, the in-
termediate existence) during 49 days after their death. the essence
of Chilchiljae is the ceremony of inviting The ten kings of hell (%Jff
) to the offering for the sake of the dead, whose objective is to
encourage people to do good.

Another ritual for the virtue of the dead is beopseok (i,
Dharma seat), where people chant sutras for the dead. Yeongasnjae
(117, Vulture Peak ritual) originated from Beopwha Beopseok
(Saddharmapundarika Dharma seat), a form of beopseok. The rite of
jeonggeun (K4, fervent discipline), where they chant buddhas’ and
Bodhisattvas’ name, is active in Chilchiljae.

But the main guests of the offering have been changing
from The ten kings of hell (EJff1T) to Ksitigarbha (Earth Store
Bodhisattva) in modern and contemporary Chilchiljae. It might be be-
cause the positive image of Ksitigarbha is preferred to the negative
one of The ten kings of hell. It can be said that Chilchiljae is a
channel of communication and the practice of faith for both the dead
and the living.

keywords: antarrabhava (F17, the intermediate existence),
Chilchiljae (b2, the weekly ritual for seven
weeks), Forty—-ninth day memorial service, inviting
Ksitigarbha to offerings, beopseok (i), Dharma
seat), jeonggeun (K%, fervent discipline),
netherworld belief
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