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Abstract

Etymology of the word “Gaya” and
the origin of Gayan Buddhism

Ko, Young-seop / Dongguk University Seoul Campus

This paper examines the etymology of the name of the country Gaya
and the origin of Gayan Buddhism. Gaya, a country located in the southern
part of the Korean peninsula, was one of the Four Kingdoms, not only
equally competitive with other three kingdoms but also strong enough
to invade Japan, King Suro named the country “Gaya,” or “Great Gaya,’
after Buddha Gaya where Buddha attained enlightenment, and thus
became the spiritual home of Buddhists,

King Suro called the new palace site of Gaya both “a place where
16 arhats will live” and “a place where 7 saints will live,” By presenting
such a Buddhistic view of the name of the new palace site, he showed
his intention to build a country that would be ruled based on Buddhist
ideology, which was considered an advance in civilization from the
international point of view, For this reason, the year AD 42, when King
Suro arrived at Gaya by sailing the West Sea, was both the year of the

founding of the country and the first year of Gayan Buddhism.
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King Suro’s eighth-generation descendant, King Jilji, reconfirmed
official recognition of Buddhism by founding the Daewang and Wanghu
temples, After that, Gaya was ruled based on Buddhist ideology while
focusing on advanced culture such as iron technology and shipbuilding,
which led the country to expand its trade range overseas. As a result,
Gaya opened the Period of the Four Kingdoms by becoming a country
equally competent to the other three kingdoms, Koguryo, Baekje, and
Shilla,

Thus, Golden Crown Gaya as well as Ara Gaya of the early Gaya
period and Great Gaya of the latter Gaya period, which carried on
commerce with mainland China, left a very important imprint on the
ancient history of Gaya in terms of relations among countries such as
China and Japan. These were the major Gaya kingdoms. Therefore, an
integrated understanding of these kingdoms is required as well as a more
synthetic understanding of the reception and development of Buddhism,

which was their spiritual culture.

Key words: Gaya(iiEE), Buddha Gaya(RCE7f0F), History of Gaya(fiifisse),
Gayan Buddhism (filEB#2%), 16 Arhats(+<52), Seven saints
(£20), Daewang temple(KE=F), Wanghu temple(E/335).
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