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ABSTRACT

Historical Development and Performing Aspect of

Wu-ran-bun—-jae(Ullambana) of Korea and China

Choe, Yoojin

Department of Cultural Heritage Studies
Graduate School
Korea University

Seoul, Korea

Wu-ran-bun-jae(hereafter Ullambana) is one of the most popular
Buddhist rituals and festivals in East Asian tradition. The Ullambana is
held annually on the 15" day of the seventh month in lunar calendar to
release souls of departed ancestors from purgatory. In the Ullambana Sutra,
the Buddha instructs his disciple Mok-ryeon(sk. Maudgalyavana) on how
to obtain liberation for his mother, who had been reborn into a lower
realm, by making offerings to the sangha on the 15 day of the seventh
month, which is also the day of pravarana, a ceremony performed on the
last day of three-month-long summer retreat. While there are different
theories on the origin of the Ullambana, this article extrapolated the Indian
origination before the Buddhism spread to the East Asia.

Based on the historical texts, almanacs, newspapers, magazines, and
anthologies, Chapter 2 illustrated the history of Ullambana in Korea and

China from ancient times to modern day. Ullambana was established in
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China in sixth to seventh centuries and it was transmitted in folklore
culture to later period of Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing. The earliest
extant document showing that the Ullambana was held in Korea is from
Goryeo dynasty, however, this article addresses that there is possiblity of
Ullambana in Three Kingdoms period inciting Japanese historical texts. The
Ullambana was flourished in palaces and Buddhist temples in Goryeo. It
was relatively weakened in Joseon dynasty, but it was still popular among
ordinary people and was held in temples. Up to the modern day, the
Ullambana has been flexibly changed according to the need of the period.
During the Ullambana, there was not only the food offerings, but
also the performances. Mok-ryeon drama (ch. Mulianxi) was widespread
after Song in China. In Korea, the earliest extant example of Mok-ryeon
drama i1s from Japanese colonial era. Instead, there was Mok-ryeon opera
(ko. Mok-ryeon-gang) tradition, which is in similar form of pansori, in
Goryeo, Korea. In Chapter 4, this article concluded that a form of
performance must have been held in Joseon as the tradition of performing
arts in the Ullambana was transmitted from Goryeo to modern day in

Korea.

_58_




	제1장 서 론 
	제2장 盂蘭盆齋의 역사
	제1절 盂蘭盆齋의 유래
	제2절 盂蘭盆齋의 역사적 전개양상
	1. 중국 盂蘭盆齋의 역사적 전개 
	2. 한국 盂蘭盆齋의 역사적 전개 


	제3장 盂蘭盆齋와 연희활동
	제1절 중국 盂蘭盆齋의 연희 
	제2절 한국 盂蘭盆齋의 연희 

	제4장 韓·中 盂蘭盆齋 연희활동의 문화사적 의미 
	제5장 결 론 
	참고문헌 
	ABSTRACT 


<startpage>6
제1장 서 론  1
제2장 盂蘭盆齋의 역사 4
  제1절 盂蘭盆齋의 유래 4
  제2절 盂蘭盆齋의 역사적 전개양상 9
    1. 중국 盂蘭盆齋의 역사적 전개  9
    2. 한국 盂蘭盆齋의 역사적 전개  13
제3장 盂蘭盆齋와 연희활동 37
  제1절 중국 盂蘭盆齋의 연희  37
  제2절 한국 盂蘭盆齋의 연희  40
제4장 韓·中 盂蘭盆齋 연희활동의 문화사적 의미  46
제5장 결 론  49
참고문헌  51
ABSTRACT  57
</body>

