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<Abstracts>

The Palgwanhoe Ceremony and the Practice of the Eight
Prohibitions in Goryeo

Jung, Byung-Sam

Official Palgwanhoe ceremonies were carried out in grand style in Goryeo. They
included a celebration and a feast, and were enjoyed by the king and the people together.
When foreigners joined in the ceremony, it became an international event. The Palgwanhoe
ceremony cultivated the community spirit of Goryeo society, and it raised the international
position of Goryeo. The Buddhist Palgwanhoe ceremony encouraged the unity of Goryeo
through mediating between the government and the people.

In 1247, the Supalgyehaemun was published in Bukwon, Gangwon province. This
book proved to be important to Goryeo Buddhism. The monk Muryo edited it for Hyangdo,
who attached importance to the eight prohibitions and accomplished them. They
continuously practiced for years every month. So that people everywhere could practice
these prohibitions, the editor produced more copies of the Supalgyejaemun using wooden
prints. Palgye-hyangdo wanted to save ordinary people and attain enlightenment through
practicing the eight prohibitions.

Palgwangoe was a Buddhist ceremony that had a social function aside from the eight
prohibitions, which differed from its original Buddhist meaning. Palgwanjae was a faithful
association designed to help people escape from suffering and attain enlightenment
through practicing the eight prohibitions, just as Palgwangoe was originally intended to
do. The publication of the Supalgyejaemun verified the effect of the Palgwanjae on the
faithful of Goryeo society who practiced it, contrary to Palgwanhoe, which came to have

a different meaning from the one originally intended.
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