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[Abstract]

The aura of the ritual for Yesong(i#:#, worshipful chanting) in
modern and contemporary Korean Buddhism : dialectic of the
transmission and the transformation

Lee, Sung-woon
Research Professor at Dongbang Culture Univ.

This writing considers the transmission and the transformation
dialectically about the aura of the ritual for Yesong(i:i#, worshipful
chanting) in modern and contemporary Korean Buddhism. To do this, I
firstly divided the modern and contemporary period by means of the
compilation of ritual—related books and the early and mid 20th century
is postulated as modern times when Daegakgyouisik(KEZfER, the
rituals of the Maha—bodhi teaching) and Seokmuneubeom(E:["Igifl, The
Standard manual of the Buddhist rituals) were compiled and the mid and
late 20th century is as contemporary.

Current Chiljeongrye(+:IFii&% the main devotional chant) conducting
every morning and evening is not much related to the Buddha image in
the main Buddha hall and is the daily ritual all the people in the temple
attend. Its similar style came into existence in the modern times and
got modified gradually and changed into its current style. It is true that
Chiljeongrye has diffused widely in Korean temples but its identical
style seems not to have been performed in all the Korean temples.

It is not certain that when the current style of Doryangseok(E%s
41, bell chant in the early morning) began to be practiced and what its
meaning is but it is sure to serve as a counterpoint to Gyeolgye(#5%,
the restricted territory) of the rites of Sisik(Jif:, banquet) performed
at night. Beopseongge (44, the song of Dharma nature) is mainly
chanted in Doryangseok at present, which means the ones invited to the
rites of Sisik are called Buddhas and are to return to the Buddhas'
world. Therefore, the meaning and the role of the rituals are in accord
with each other, which may be a coincidence.

Beopgi(i%28, vessels of the Dharma) of Samul(P4%, four Buddhist
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percussion instruments) in Beomjonggak (3844, the bell pavilion) used
to be played when the monk and nuns eat in the dining room. They
seemed to be put togetherinJonggak(§##f, the bell pavilion), Yunaso(HEH
Fi, the command post) where the monastery controller directed to set
up the open dining room and to have a meal when food donation offered
for monks and nuns.

Yegyeong (i, worship) and Songju(iilt, recitation of mantras) in
Doryangseok and Samul in Jonggak lost their original meaning passing
through the times but each ritual and each of Samul plays a part in
meditating enlightenment by calling one's attention to birth in dependent
origination(#4).

key words : the ritual(£%i&) for Yesong(ii&:#, worshipful chanting), the
rites for Yegyeong(i&fk, worship), the rites of Sisik(fif,
banquet), the rites for Songju(Glt, recitation of mantras),
Gyeolgye(f&7t, the restricted territory),
Doryangseok GiF#, bell chant in the early morning),
Jonggak (4], the bell pavilion), Samul(V4#, four Buddhist
percussion instruments)
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