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Abstract

"Buddhism as a philosophical religion”
. Inoue Enryo and a project of making Modern
Japanese Buddhism

Song, Hyun Ju
Soonchunhyang Univ.

Inoue Enryo(1858-1919) was one of the most influential
Buddhist thinkers in the Meiji period(1868-1912) of Japan.
With the Meiji Restoration, Buddhism lost its traditional
power and meaning. It faced a crisis of extinction by the
policy of Meiji government. By importing Western
civilization, new classifications of scholastic disciplines,
cultural categories and terms like ‘philosophy’, ‘science’ and
‘religion” were introduced and they caused a confusion and
challenge to the Meiji intellectuals. Japanese Buddhism had
to prove that Buddhism was a rational and modern religion
which had a value for society and nation. It had to solve
the conflicts and contradictions arisen between Buddhism
and those western terms. As a reformist and revivalist of
Buddhism, Inoue Enryo devoted his life to make Japanese
Buddhism as modern and acceptable to the Japanese. For
this aim, he made various efforts and contributions. One of
those was the making of a thesis such as “Buddhism as a
philosophical religion”. This study examines the main logical
structure, contents and meaning of that thesis. It can be
esteemed as a new version of ‘the critical classification of
teachings(Zk#E%I#)’. Inoue Enryo himself called his work as
‘a new hermeneutics of Buddhism(@#1#)" and ‘a new theory
of religion(ZE#dim) . In the thesis, the strategies for Inoue



i
El
rir
[l

ol
=
O
El

P00 Az ‘2HAZEW BHET| - 353

Enryo to make Japanese Buddhism as a modern religion
were twofold. On the one hand, he explained Buddhism by
the terms of philosophy and revaluated Buddhism to
correspond with the truth of science and philosophy and to
be superior to Christianity. On the other hand, he enlarged
the scope and changed the meaning of ‘religion’ which was
centering around Christianity. His idea aided to defend
Japanese Buddhism and provided a theoretical basis to
resist the danger of distortion caused by the concept of
‘religion’ and the threat of Christianity. We can find the
influence of Inoue Enryo in China and Korea, especially in
the work of Liang Qichao(3&i#8) and Han Yongwoon(##H

EN

Key Words :

Inoue Enryd, Buddhism as a philosophical religion, modern
religion, a new hermeneutics of Buddhism, a new theory of
religion
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