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Abstract

Since being designated as an important Intangible Cultural Property, Yeongsanjae has become recognized
as a unique representation of Buddhist rituals in Korea. Following vigorous research in recent years,
however, Suryukjae(/KE7%) was found to have been performed for a longer period and on a larger scale than
Yeongsanjae, and under state leadership. This allowed researchers to move beyond the previous perspective that
Yeongsanjae (%1117%) lay at the center of many rituals.

This study aims first to examine the origin and development of Yeongsanjae in Korea based on the
literature, and then to discuss the meaning it holds today.

Yeongsanjae was recorded as a ritual in Jineongwongong —published in 1496 during the early Joseon
Dynasty— and also appeared in Yeongsandaehoejakbeopjeolcha —published in 1634(the 12th year of Injo’s
reign) in the mid-Joseon Dynasty and it was called Yeongsandachoejakbeopjeolcha.

It continued into the late Joseon Dynasty and it was called Yeongsanjakbeop or Yeongsandachocejakbeop in
the Ojongbeomeum collections(1661), CheonjimyeongyangSuryukjacuiBeomeumsanbo collections(1721), and
Jakbeobguigam(1826). In modern times, it has been called Yeongsanje in newspaper articles of TongnipSinmun
(The Independent) and Yeongsanjae in Seokmunuibeom(1935). Nevertheless, the difference between the
early Joseon Dynasty and subsequent periods is whether mourning of the spirit(lEz#) is added. In this regard,
Yeongsanhoe in the early Joseon Dynasty mainly concerned Buddhist teachings realized through rituals such
as sermon scenes of the Buddha. On the other hand, it was combined with Buddhist masses for the dead(ﬁE_
) from the mid-Joseon Dynasty and performed alongside with Buddhist teachings and prayers for the dead.
Taking into account the seven-day Suryukjae, however, Yeongsanjae was performed daily during the day and
mainly dealt with Buddhist teachings, while Buddhist masses for the dead were included when Yeongsanjae was

performed independently.
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