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| Abstract |

The development of the ritual of keeping
sacred relics in the abdominal cavity of the
Buddha statue and the value of its succession

- Focusing on its succession from Mukdam to Sujin -

Lee, Seong—Woon

| Professor at Dongbang Culture Univ.,

The rule of practice for keeping sacred relics in the abdominal cavity
of the Buddha statue is the ritual in which a sacred object with religious
significance in equivalent to the five viscera is enshrined in the Buddha
statues and the Buddhist paintings like $arira in a pagoda,

The idea of enshrining $arira in the statues originated from the Western
Gandhara, Since the 3rd and 4th centuries, Sarira was enshrined in the
head of the Buddha statue in the central Asia, It has been developed by
making the shape of five viscera and six entrails in the Buddhist statues
and putting sacred objects in them in China, In Korean Buddhism similar
figures in the Buddhist statues were seen in the 8th century and they
have been found in Amitabha Buddha statue of Gaeunsa Temple in Seoul
since the 13th century,

The ritual of keeping sacred relics in the abdominal cavity of the Buddha
statue may have existed prior to the 14th century, when it is commonly
known that it was standardized and the scriptures cited in *Jjosanggyeong

(&44%, making a statue Siitra)” was compiled, However existing scriptures
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related to Josanggyeong date from the late 16th century onwards,

Based on the existing research, the tradition of the ritual of keeping
sacred relics in the abdominal cavity of the Buddha statue has the lineage
of Hwadam Beoplin — Geumhae kwanyeong — Mukdam Seongwoo —
Dowol Sujin, Mukdam Seongwoo succeeded to its heritage and its related
materials, which were transferred to the Yonghwasa Temple in Damyang,
and Dowol Sujin inherited its tradition,

It contains the spirit of achieving the purpose of Buddhism through the
creation of Buddha statues: deliverance of all living beings from suffering
and leading them to happiness, The ritual of keeping sacred relics in the
Buddha statue should be transferred and taken over from the teachers to

the disciples, and practiced properly, which shows its true value,

Key words: the rule of practice for keeping sacred relics in the abdominal cavity of
the Buddha statue, the ritual of keeping sacred relics in the abdominal
cavity of the Buddha statue, the idea that the internal organ has a soul,
osanggyeong (&8 making a statue Sitra), Mukdam Seongwoo, Geumhae
kwanyeong, Dowol Sujin
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