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ABSTRACT

Study on Historical Development of
Faith and Practice of Beubwha in Korea

Jin, Kyeong-chan (Ven. Hyundam, #&/%)
Department of Buddhist Studies

The Graduate School of Buddhism
Uiduk University

Gyeongju, Korea

n this paper, by examining historical development and identifying

I evolution history of faith and practice of Beubwha(i53{Z47) in Korea,
it was attempted to take an insight of the role and function of faith and
practice of Beubwha in Korean Buddhist history and to verify its reasonable

position in moral culture.

Faith and practice of Beubwha in Korean Buddhist history can be largely
distinguished into 5 periods, which are the Three Kingdoms, Unified Shilla,
Goryeo, the former part of Chosun Dynasty and the latter part of Chosun
Dynasty. First, followings are descriptions on faith and practice of Beubwha of

the Three Kingdoms.
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According to Samguk Yusa (Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms: =Bif3),
the initial religioners of Beubwha were Paya(’%#%) and Hyeja(Z#&) of
Goguryeo, Hyehyeon(®£3) and Hyeongwang(Z%) of Baekje, and Nangji(BA%)
and Yeongwang(4%5t) of Shilla. Faith and practice of Beubwha of Shilla
unified of the Three Kingdoms brought thinkers of Beubwha including Wonhyo
(7tk%). Wonhyo revealed the greate cause of Saddhamapundarika-sutra(iE3#£4g)
by Essence of the Saddhamapundarika-sitra((3#7%) and established the
thought on top of the faith foundation, which can be viewed as having played
pulling role to increase faith level and to newly grow faith. Fiducially with
him, faith and practice of Beubwha of Shilla was divided into the first half
and second half periods. The first half period was Shilla of the Three
Kingdoms and the second half periods was Unified Shilla. Euijeok(&)
introduced the miracle of Beubwha of China and endeavored to disseminate
faith and practice of Beubwha. If analyzing development appearance of faith
and practice of Beubwha, the Three Kingdoms can be seen as settlement and
dissemination periods along with introduction of Saddhamapundarika-sitra and
Unified Shilla can be identified as the growth period. During Unified Shilla,
the international trade was active as well as cultural relics were aggressively
imported and open. Especially in China, people of Shilla entered early on and
established a settlement base called Shilla-bang, where temples such as Shilla
Jeoksanwon(71if%) performed the spiritual center function for settlers. Faith
and practice of Beubwha was the most central faith as well as played the
pivotal role of maintaining identity of people of Shilla. People of Shilla
deemed where thoughts of Beubwha are fully performed and practiced is the
Mt. Youngchuk(% #.L), the sacred land of Beubwha.
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In addition, it was faith and practice of Beubwha of Shilla what firmly
pursued attaining Buddahood(s/f#) faith of Buddhists at home further from
stipa@®) faith and Buddhist scriptures(#&) faith that were the major faiths
of Chinese Beubwha. They were confident that this was the true faith and
practice of Beubwha that ensured ultimately attaining Buddhahood and
practiced it. This became tradition of faith and practice of Beubwha of Korea
after Unified Shilla. Faith and practice of Beubwha of Unified Shilla was
even expressed in tangible cultural assets such as twin pagodas and Buddha

statues which are glorious as the nation's cultural assets.

Next is Goryeo. The thought of Beubwha that Three gather to become
one(& =$F—) was the spiritual engine supported Goryeo in unification of Later
Three Kingdoms. For faith and practice of Beubwha of Goryeo, mainly
practiced were scripture reciting and name calling of Bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara and as others were scripture manuscript, lecturing and
penitence of Beubwha. Further, faith of dharani emerged as interacting with
Esoteric Buddhism. It was verified that dharani and Samadhi of Beubwha(i%
#=1%) were equally understood as asceticism of Contemplation of the mind(#
«3).  Jegwan authored Four Classes of Doctrine of Tien-tai(k&wW4i&) that
completed Thought of Tientai-Beubwha into four classes of doctrine of the five
periods of Sakyamuni’s life, which he pushed Thought of Beubwha of East
Asia up to the peak. Uicheon unified all the orders and founded the order of
Tien-tai(X 4 F), which resulted further more wide spread of faith and practice

of Beubwha.

Association of Beubwha(7%344t) of Yose was the group systematically

practiced faith and practice of Beubwha based on Saddhamapundarika-stra
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(3#%4) and Cheonin succeeded Baengnyeonsa Temple of Yose and
authentically did in obedience. There is the record that Cheonchaek authored
4 books of Promotional Books of Beuwha of East(iRi%x#%545%) which
however are lost and not descended, and Yowon authored Miracle Stories of
Beubwha((x£F5%1%), which demonstrated maturity of faith and practice of
Beubwha. In the subsequent national crises of Goryeo, faith and practice of
Beubwha became patriotic belief to make Tipitakas for several times which
made the great cultural heritage. In addition, the luxurious scripture
manuscripts and statues of Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara also demonstrate that
Goryeo culture was world class. Through the first period of settlement and
dissemination of Three Kingdoms and the second period of growth of Unified
Shilla, faith and practice of Beubwha reached the third period of Goryeo and
became highly mature in quality and quantity to enjoy the best prevalent

period.

As entering Chosun Dynasty, Buddhism faced serious crisis in existence
as politically and institutionally oppressed and discriminated in the era that
Confucianism was served as the national ideology. Under oppression and
persecution, Zen monks in the mountains were placed in the position to
disseminate faith and practice of Beubwha. Since the middle of Chosun
Dynasty, temples led publication of Saddhamapundarika-siitra(iA348) more
actively and tried to inspire faith and practice of Beubwha. Even under the
policy of oppression of Buddhism and respect of Confucianism, Buddhist
services(7) were performed for the political purpose of public pacification or
well-being of royal families from early Chosun Dyansty. Buddhism was

formalized ritualized in the form of services, which faith and practice of
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Beubwha lied behind. With creation of Hunminjeongeum (modern Korean) by
King Sejong, Chosun culture entered in the path of popularization,
universalization and nationalization, and Buddhism experienced the ciritical
turning point as well. The reason was that Buddhist publication services by
translating difficult Chinese texts into Korean enabled public dissemination of
Buddhism. Owing to it, awed Buddhism ironically secured foundation for
future missionary basis. Buddhism of Chosum Dynasty gained public
sentiment as reposing the victims and leading them to heaven during national
crises of two times of consecutive Japanese invasions, and further expanded
the base of faith and practice of Beubwha by continuos publications. Faith
and practice of Beubwha of Chosun Dynasty is distinguished into the first half
and the second half periods based on Japanese invasions. During the fourth
period or the first half period of Chosun Dynasty, faith and practice of
Beubwha had been in its decadence until the middle period of Chosun Dynasty
due to oppression by Confucianism. Even though there were translation works
and publication activities by creation of Hunminjeongeum, faith and practice of
Beubwha was declined over all. The fifth period or the second half period is
considered as the regrowing period by riding on social changes. Publications
appeared in the late Chosun Dynasty such as Miracle Stories of Bodhisattva
Avalokite$vara(#3 E5:3¢) proves that faith and practice of Beubwha was still
the core of Korean Buddhism. It can be understood by that it left a lot of
Beubwha miracles that were regenerated as firm faith and then was culturally
expressed. In addition, we cannot help noticing Yeongsanjae(¥F.17%), the
artistic perfection of faith and practice of Beubwha of Chosun Dynasty.
Additionally  faith of Bodhisattva Avalokiteévara(#5121%) based on

Saddhamapundarika-stitra was one of the important pillar of faith and practice
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of  Beubwha. As  faith of  Bodhisattva  AvalokiteSvara  of
Saddhamapundarika-stitra comprehensively accommodated faith of Bodhisattva
Avalokiteévara appeared in Shtras of Pure Land(7#1#¥) or other Mahayana
Sutras(AF#£#H), it made the mainstream of faith of Bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara of Korea.

As studied above, faith and practice of Beubwha has played central role
of spiritual culture in Korean Buddhist history. In the modern age, such faith
and practice of Beubwha should be succeeded and developed more to realize

this land to Holy Land of Beubwha and Pure Land of Buddhist Nation.

Keywords : Saddhamapundarika-siitra, faith and practice of Beubwha(i&3&{Z1),
Mt. Youngchuk(%£7%.l)), Three gather to become one( =8F—), Association of
Beubwha(7k3£#44), Samadhi of Beubwha(7A3=B%), Yeongsanjae(%.h7%), faith of
Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara(#5-1217), Miracle Stories of Beubwha(i(:3E51%), faith
of stipa(3$/z1F), Mahayana Sitras( k&)
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