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< Abstract >

The Characteristics and the Relationship of

Yeongasnjae and Suryukjae

Lee, Sung—Woon
(Lecturer, Dept. of Buddhist Studies, Dongguk Univ.)

When Suryukjae(kF75, the offering ritual for land and water) was
designated a national intangible cultural property by the Cultural Heritage
Administration in 2013, there was controversy that the ritual was
subordinate to Yeongasnjae(#%1Li7%, Vulture Peak ritual). This essay
considers the characteristics of and the relationship between these two
rites by researching related material and by collecting, classifying and
analyzing relevant questions in The Collection of the Documents for
Korean Buddhist Rituals ("B fbZeaR0E 20 #% 415) and the Compendium
of Korean Buddhism("#d %% ,). The conclusion is summed up in
three points as follows;

Firstly, it has not been long since the title of “Yeongsanjae” was used.
It was formalized into the procedure of Yeonsanbeopseok (i1,
Dharma seat at Vulture Peak) reciting Chambeop(i#%:, Confessional ritual)
or the Lotus Sutra of the Wonderful Dharma (TiysE#ERS,, Saddharma
Pundarika Saitra) as another title of Yeongsanjakbeop(&%ili{fik, Vulture
Peak rules of conduct) at least since the 16th century in Korea. It is the
ceremony of ChucheonGEJ#, praying for the repose of one's soul), praying
for going to Nirvana after death on the anniversary or Chilchiljae(-t:1:75,
weekly ritual for the deceased for seven weeks) of the late king and the late
queen, inviting Buddha and making Gongyang(fit#%, offering) to Him at
Vulture Peak and chanting sutras, and holding a banquet. It is performed
for the purpose of Chucheon but it also has the characteristic of the
religious discipline rites by one’s own efforts to seek bodhi(enlightenment)

above( F3k¥EHE) such as reciting the Lotus Sutra or practicing Yecham(iis



f#%, worship and repentance).

Secondly, Suryukjae, inviting all the dead and holding a banquet for
them in the Dharma realm(Dharmadhatu) and praying for going after
death to Nirvana, was established first in China and introduced to Korea
as early as the 10thcentury. Compared with Yeongsanjae whose ritual
program was formalized through the process of development, Suryukjae
was constructed and performed by summarizing the mainpoint of both
the north and south lineages of Chinese and compiling it anew so that
it might suit the situation for those days. Since then, YeongsanSuryukjae
(& 1LikFEZE, Vulture Peak offering ritual for land and water) has been
formed and practiced reverently, going through the process that
Beopseok(Dharma seat) served during Chilchiljae. It was incorporated
within Suruykjae as Chilchiljae and was practiced reverently with
Suruykjae. Though Yeongsanjakbeop is performed together during
Suruykjae, the main purpose of Suruykjae is Sisik(ftift, holding a banquet).
Therefore, it can be the rite for saving sentient beings below( F{bZA4:)
where Samdan(=#8, threefold alms—giving) is held, that is, Jaesi( i,
offering), Muoesi(£& /i, removal of fear) and Beobsi(i:fti, “giving the
teachings of Dharma”).

Thirdly, although reading and reciting the Lotus Sutra and
“Gongyang” are the main elements of Yeongsanjae and “Sisik,” for a
lonely spirit of the deceased is of Suryukjae, and though each has an
independent and distinct mode of “downward” for the latter and
“upward” for the former, the complementary forms to each other are
practiced as well. It is called Yeongsan Suryukjae(&Z1LiKFE%5) as the one
became similar to the other due to the common ground of “the ceremony
of Chucheon praying for going to Nirvana after death for the deceased.”
It demonstrates the universality and the distinctiveness of Korean
Buddhism which pursues flexibility in dealing with a situation dynamically
and the essential enlightenment of Buddha constantly that the upper Sisik

is performed at Yeongsanjae and that Yeongsanjakbeop is practiced at
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Suryukjae. Therefore, it might be meaningless to debate the order and the
top and bottom of these two rituals.

Key Words : Yeongasnjae(&ZI117%, Vulture Peak Ritual),
Suryukjae(kEE7g, the Offering Ritual for Land and Water),
Gyeolsumun(#5T-3¢, Making mudras),

Jungryemun(rHiig 32, the Ritual Program in epitome),
Jibanmun(E# 2, the Ritual Program by Giban),
the Procedure for the Rules of Conduct(fFLETA),

Youngsanhoi(#1L1&, Vulture Peak Assembly)



