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<Abstracts>

Inseparability of the ritual from its protocol in Buddhism

Lee, Sung-Woon

This writing considers the limitation of the ritual caused by the absence of its protocol
in Korean Buddhism. The current main devotional ritual for worship in Korean
Buddhism, Chiljeongrye(-:]Hi&, Sevenfold worshiping with one’s head touching the
ground) is similar to Chambeop({i##:, Confessional ritual),but it is difficult to clarify its
system. Because Songju(ifif{, Reciting dharan) does not have a preliminary ritual of
reading sutras, which is identified in the 15th-century edition of the Diamond Siitra, it
shows such limited performance as reading siitras from its title, or reciting siitras in
contemplation, or simple dharan for its preliminary ritual.

The ritual for Sisik(fifi £, holding a banquet) had its original siitra and protocol clearly
defined upon introduction into Korea, which involved inviting the parties to a banquet to
make them enlightened. However, the ritual program has now been passed down only
briefly and each name and the understanding required for the rituals has changed. In the
case of the offering ceremony, although Jineongweongong(i& S #hfit, Invitation to
offerings by chanting dharan) and Jakbeobjeolcha({F &5 &k, Procedure for the rules of
conduct) have different effects on each other, many of their meanings are inexplicable
because they are mixed up and confused. There is no systematic understanding because
the six offerings, the five offerings, and the four offerings are explained to be the kinds of
items for offering, or the higher, the middle, and the lower, respectively.

This may be because the rituals have an oral tradition rather than a written ritual
protocol. We should perform the ceremony according to the true meaning of each ritual in
order to perform it with the correct understanding. Therefore, in Buddhism, it is

impossible to separate a ritual from its protocol.
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