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ABSTRACT

A study on Theoretical Meaning and Cultural

Artistic Value of Korean Buddhist Dance.

Jong-hyung Kim (Ven. Neung Hwa)
Department of Buddhist Studies
Graduate School Dongguk University.

Buddhist dance puts an important role in Buddhist Ritual generally
and has the same origin with Bumpae (**"8) . Buddhist Dance is name
of Jackbup (ff#) since it has been dancing, accompanied with
Bumpaesung ®EMHEE) real vitality of cosmic dharmadhatu purifying
mind and body as doing the ritual. It also has been our dance which is
represent cultural and artistic value based on Korean feeling. Of the
dances, grounding Buddhist thought, Butterfly—Dance stands for
thought of Nirvana, Cymbals—Dance for protecting Buddhist Dharma
and pious will to for salvation all Sentient beings, Taju—Dance (7
%) for the raft as the skillful mean for practicers to reach to the
Other world from this suffering mundane World. As you can imagine

through the pillar of Eight Right Paths, it was used during performance.
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And it also represent the way you discard raft after arriving at that
world as blowing down the pillar of Eight Right Paths, representing
symbolism of Mahayana thought of Sunya. So basing on the moving
line of Buddhist Dances. I, as a dancer, tried to perform Picture—
Writing Work. This is works to systematize Buddhist Dances as to
spread Buddhism. And through the materials registered as Intangible
Cultural Assets. I found out the fact that though they are different
from the local and individual levels, those are quite similar with every
processes and theoretical grounds.

Dharma Drum—Dance of buddhist Dances played the important role
in giving birth to Seungmu which is the core of folk dances as a
whole. And good examples to show interactivity of Buddhist Dances
and folk dances are the fact that Butterfly —Dance around Seoul and
Kyonggi province is called Fish—Dance(%%) instead, made during
the process off fusing shamanism and Buddhism as representing as
thought of Dragon—king God in it.

It is regarded quite important work to spread and let people
understand Buddhist Dances today. So it is inevitably needed to
develop programs for young generation from primary School
students to Senior high school student and to succeed systematical
delivering and teaching the trial to make brand new performance for
stages.

Artistic adoption of Buddhist Dance covers the various genre like
Play. Street festival, Pictures, TV, Movies and so on. Generalizing

works of Buddhist Dances need to ground upon artistry itself and
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Buddhist thought as the premise. Thus nurturing the talented and
preparing the atmosphere for their performing, which means the
spreader of Buddhist thought as the specialized dancers.

Last, the programs to inquiry Buddhist Dances and Bumpae
systematically and technically in temples are needed to endow the
opportunities to understand them much easier at temples. And
retraining chorus in temples is needed to make them qualified with
dancers to develop the artistic of Buddhist Culture, which satisfies

every commoners ne eds.
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