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Abstract

A Philological Study of Translation of

the Diamond—sutra into Korean

Lee, Sung Woon
Dept., of History of Buddhism Studies
Graduate School of Buddhism

Dongguk University

Buddhist scriptures, which spread along with Buddhism from its birthplace to
many places, were originally interpreted and translated with meanings changed
slightly according to local cultural values and awareness. Buddhist scriptures
began to be translated into Chinese after the mid-second century, and the
Diamond-sutra in this study was translated six or seven times by Kumarajiva,
Hyeonjang, and Uijeong in the early part of the second century.

Buddhism was introduced into Korea late in the fourth century; however,
buddhist scriptures began to be translated into Korean after the invention of
Hunminjeongeum, or the Korean alphabet, in the fifteenth century, during which
the Diamond-sutra was also first translated into Korean in Gangyeongdogam(F&
#&EE). From the general linguistic perspective that the unification of the
written and spoken styles of a language is important in translating the
scriptures, diachronic consideration was taken on translation of the
Diamond-sutra into Korean, which can be called a representative fundamental
scripture for Korean Buddhism. The literatures in this study are the
Diamond-sutra—eonhaebon(<BMIFSEfEA, 1464) in the mid-fifteenth century,
when Gangyeongdogam was established by King Sejo and the Diamond-sutra
was translated into Korean with annotation; Sangyeokgwahae Diamondsutra(ifi#
BH#® %) translated by Rev. Baek Yong-seong at Samjangyeokhoe(=jii#r
in 1923; and Geumgangbanya baramilgyeong(Vajracchedika-prajfiaparamita-sitra,
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1998) in the Korean Tripitaka published by Dongguk yeokgyeongwon(H|Ed 48
bz) established in Dongguk University in 1960.

To conduct this study with ease, 26 quotations were drawn from the
Diamond-sutra and 17 examples were provided to make the point clear.
Several of them are as follows:

There was no great difference in the form of full morpheme in the Korean
version of the Diamond-sutra [translation of the Diamond-sutra into Korean]
among Eonhaebon, Yongseongbon, and Hangeulbon. In addition to use of
transliterated words untouched, there was no great difference in vocabulary
among Eonhaebon, Yongseongbon, and Hangeulbon. However, Rev. Yongseong
in Samjangyeokhoe, who conducted a Daegakhoe campaign, freely translates
'Bul (buddha)'(f#f) into 'Gak'(f#) and 'Bosal (boddhisatva)'(i%#%) into 'Jeongsa'(iE
).

There is a tendency for translation of the predicate in Yongseongbon and
Hangeulbon; in the latter, there is established vocabulary of respect (e.g. 'Nim'
() and 'Jinji'(x1A])). There was no great difference in noun, but with no
consistency in use of a verb as a nominal or verbal form. For example, 'Se'(7})
was used as a verb in Eonhaebon but as a noun in Hangeulbon; 'Ban'(8i) was
used as a noun in Yongseongbon but as a verb in Hangeulbon. By observing
translation of vocabulary presented, there is a tendency for interpretation in
Yongseongbon and Hangeulbon.

'Man'(#i) with the identical meaning in Chinese was recognized as an
adjective three times and as a verb twice in Eonhaebon but as a verb three
times and as an adjective twice in Yongseongbon. It was recognized as an
active verb meaning 'to fill up' all five times in Hangeulbon. Likewise, a
modern version (by Kim Yong-ok) has its translation into an adjective all five
times while there is a version (by Jo Hyeon-chun) recognizing it as a verb
meaning 'enough to fill up' to have full awareness of its meaning.

Copula 'Si'(j#) is mostly recognized as a substitute in Eonhaebon and
Yongseongbon and partly as a copula in Hangeulbon. A verb 'Myeong' (%),

which appears at similar frequency to 'Si'(J&) is mostly recognized as a noun
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and interpreted as a verb 'mame' just several times in Hangeulbon.

Where it is naturally desirable to use a supplementary postposition 'eun/neun
(&/%)" in the three versions, subjective postposition 'yi'( ]/°]) or 'ga'(Z}) was
often used. Eonhaebon and Yongseongbon use a supplementary postposition
'eun/neun’ perhaps because they recognize it as a subjective word in the
section seen as a subject. Hangeulbon uses 'eun/neun' according to the context.

The greatest difference between Korean and Chinese is word order. While
there was no big problem in translating a predicative verb and an object, little
consistency was shown for a long-form object clause by translating it into two
independent sentences or describing it as a single sentence.

A subjective (or objective) complement clause (or sentence), an adverbial
(adverb) clause, or an infinitive in a Chinese version was mostly translated in
order. Hangeulbon partly recognized an objective complement clause as a
modifying clause, but with little consistency. This perhaps originated from the
tradition of annotation next to an object in a verb. It is also perhaps because
of insufficient task of analyzing components of a sentence and reconstructing
for the Korean grammar. A subjective (or objective) complement clause (or
sentence) was mostly recognized as an equal clause; however, Hangeulbon has
translation of some objective complement clause (or sentence) into a modifying
clause. An adverbial (adverb) phrase was mostly recognized for an equal
meaning to the main verb. A Korean adverbial (adverb) phrase always precede
a predicative verb without arbitrary inversion. It can be said that all the three
versions maintain the same order with the original Chinese version due to
influence of annotation. It is recognized just as an equal clause because the
concept of an infinitive fails to be established.

For word order in the three versions, they have translation with a 'verb +
object' or 'verb+adverb' structure in a small unit like a word, despite
differences in a modifying structure, but translated most supplementary
components into an equal clause like main ones. It might result from
recognition of a backward modifier which couldn't be expressed with annotation

as a main verb, with no importance on the issue of components.
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It is therefore necessary to define a sentence, analyze components, and then
conduct translation in translating a Chinese scripture or literature. That is
because Korean translation should target Korean readers who can understand
Korean language. This means that it must be written in a grammar used by
those who have a good command of Korean words. Anyone would accept it
easily even without an opinion by a transformational-generative grammarian
that human beings think in their mother tongue.

A scripture 1s a seminary through which one can meet Buddha in the age
without him. It is therefore to meet the requirements of the structure of
Korean language that must be considered first in translating a scripture. There
can be many discussions about which sentence is appropriate for
Korean—speaking readers' grammar; however, what is most important can be
word order. That is, translation must meet Korean word order according to the
core of the context. Contrary to Chinese or English with premodification, the
structure of Korean language needs postmodification with an 'embedded
sentence' for a modifying clause or supplementary sentence according to the
structure and context or a 'backward supplementary sentence' according to
breathing to minimize a burden for a reader. If a scripture has a different
language structure, a reader can feel embarrassed and unfriendly. For this
reason, it must have a familiar language structure to ours.

Another important thing 1is antithesis. Korean language shows high
development in antithesis. Though a reader is an individual, it is desirable to
use polite expressions since audience of the narrator and readers after Buddha
are the public at large. By using polite expressions rather than conclusive
remarks, it would be easier to imagine Ananda ayusmat who delivers a

Buddhist sermon in gentle voice.
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