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Abstract

Culture around Hwagye Temple in
view of Euirye (&%, ritual)

Lee, Sung—woon / Dongguk Univ

This essay is a bit of literary writing on the history and the culture
around Hwagye Temple in veiw of the keyword, Euirye(f&i, ritual)’.
Above all, the history of Hwagye Temple is considered with the word,
‘a lamplight and a candlelight (f5&) .

Firstly, Sinwol Hwasang(virtuous monk) moved Bodeok Hermitage
located in Buheodong to the current site of Hwagye Temple, built it and
named as Hwagye Temple with accepting Seopyonggun Mr. Lee's
suggestion in 1522, and it was reconstructed thanks to the donation(Dana)
of Deokheung Daewongun's family in the early 1619 after its sanctum
was burned down by a fire in 1618, and then rebuilt again with Heungseon
Daewongun(1820~1898) offering in 1866. This history of Hwagye Temple
is illustrated compared to the practice of the protocol lightening a lamp
and a candle. The history and the ritual culture around Hwagye Temple
is considered in that the history passed down even faintly is described

as 'dim light of a lampe and a candle', the fact of having inherited
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Beopdeung (4%, the lamp of Dharma) in the historical maelstrom as
"Beopdeung(the lamp of Dharma) in the wind', and the case of Beopmaek(i:
Ik, the Dharma lineage) handed down without disconnection as ‘the
inter—successissive lamp of Dharma'

Secondly, the practice of offering to Buljeon(f#}#, Buddha sanctum) and
holding Jae (%, offering ritual) to monks and nuns is that of donation(dana)
which has been carried out since Buddha's lifetime and liaises between
Sangha and the laity. Buddha and practitioners give lay people
Dharma—offering and fearlessness and lay people give offerings so that
monks and nuns may devote themselves to the discipline. Sangha
depended on Takbal(¥£#4, mendicancy) during the Early Buddhism period
but it was maintained with the produce from the manor contributed to
the temple since then, and Hwagye Temple called as Palace Temple was
supported by court ladies who kept Gongbul(B:4ff offering to Buddha). Her
highness, Cho(1808~1890), the devote patron who enshrined an embroidered
image of Gwanseumbosal (lH:#-5%0%, Avalokitesvara) at Gwaneumjeon(#l#
J#;, Avalokitesvara sanctum) in Hwagye Temple, exchanged her contributed
property into farm land in order to provide food to Buljeon(Buddha
sanctum) and made it food for Gongyang (4%, offering) to dedicate every
year and consecrated food to Gwaneumjeon( Avalokiteévara sanctum) again.
Also, monks and nuns in the temple organized Seongdogye(J3GEFe,
traditional private fund for attaining enlishtenment) in 1905 so that they arranged
offering for the sake of their own and others' Seongdo(h¥iH, attaining
enlightenment). Like this, Sabudaejung(PuiliAZE, the fourfold community)
participate in offering to Buddha all together.

Thirdly, Yeombul(;&#, chanting Buddha), which is to chant Buddha's
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name, is the practice for the laity to take part in with ease as Thaengdo(%17
38, easy path to enlightnement), contrary to Chamseon(Z3iif, meditation practice)
known as Nanhangdo(#£1 738, difficult path to enlightenment). A large room
in Hwagye Temple is a room for Yeombul(chnating Buddha) so that court
ladies might visit it and practice it. "Manil Yeombulhoe(ten thousand days
Chanting Buddha assembly), which is to practice Yeombul(chnating Buddha)
for ten thousand days, was organized in 1910 with Yeombul practioner,
Wolmyong Hwasang(virtuous monk) contributing his lifelong farm land
when he was about to do Ipjeok( A, Parinirvana). Yeombul(chnating Buddha)
practiced widely as Sammun(=—["], three gates) practice along with
Gangyeong(FF#¥, ardent reading of a sutra) and Chamseon (2, meditation
practice), is the main practice of Koren Buddhism since the middle of Joseon
Dynasty and its Virtue(Guna) is great. It can be the gains and the fruit(f$4)
for Seonjisik(35%5%, learned and virtuous masters) such as Gobong, Sungsan,
etc to take their Barang(a Buddhist sack) off at Hwagye Temple at the point
of time when it hasn't passed about 20 years after the late 1930s and
when Hoihyang(%1, Merit—transference) of Manil Yeombul(ten thousand days
Chanting Buddha) was made. Sungsan Seonsa(ifiifi, Zen master) at Hwagye
Temple has greatly accomplished international dissemination, which began
at Hwagye Temple where flowers, the valley and the temple are beautiful.
Since then, the interantional Seonwoen(iiflf, Seon monastery) opens here
and settles down as a center of World Buddhism. Those who visit Hwagye
Temple at home and abroad, and give offerings to Buljeon(Buddha sanctum),
practice Yeombul(chnating Buddha), meditation and Segye Ilhwa(tt:F#—/F,
The whole world is a single flower), following the discipline and the rites of

virtuous foregoers, are one of four beauties(P43€) along with flowers, the
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valley, and the temple[ =25, three beauties] of Hwagye Temple.

Keyword: Hwagye Temple, Euirye(f#i#, ritual), a lamplight and a candlelight(#&
), Gongbul (4, offering to Buddha), Seongdogye(HiHf#, traditional
private fund for attaining enlightenment), Manil Yeombul(# H &1, ten

thousand days Chanting Buddha), the gains and the fruit(##4%%)
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