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The Sansindo and Sanwang Rites during the Late Joseon Period

and Its Relation with the Mountain Kings in the Tiantai Sect

Ming-Hua Chen,

Associate Professor, Department of Buddhist Art, Huafan University

Abstract

The research on the images of Sansindo and Sanwang Rites reveals the ties of Tiantai
Mountain King Rituals in adding Mountain Gods into Late Joseon Dynasty Buddhist
practice in Korea. The Mountain King (Shanwang .l * ) was assigned by the Tiantai
Master Zhiyi #F%8 (538-597) to protect his temple, and subsequently, this Mountain
King of Tiantai became a Taoist immortal, Wang Qiao, after the Late Tang period.
Analyzing the collections of rituals related to the Mountain Gods in Korea such as
Jebanmum and Jakbeopgwigam reveals that the composing of regulations and converting
worship of the Sanwang Rites, and the painting of the Sansindo in Korea after the 18™
Century originated from Tiantai’s Mountain King tradition. At that time, Korean
Buddhism tried to downplay the mountain king’s strong folk shaman origin and transform
Him into a deity worshiped by Chinese Temples. These Korean rituals highlighted that
the Mountain King has been the guardian deity protecting the Tiantai Mountain and
expounded its Buddhist characteristics of Arahatship and capability of transmitting
dharma to the public. In addition, most of the late Joseon Sansindo represented the
Mountain Gods as lofty old Daoists supported the argument that the Korean Sanwang can
be traced back to the Chinese Mountain Gods.

Keywords: Tiantai Mountain, Sanwang, Sansindo, Mountain Gods Rites
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