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A Study on Social Consciousness of the Zen
Preist, Majo-Doil (il 35 —)

Cha, Cha-seok
/ Dongguk University Gyeongju Campus

This paper searched social consciousness showed the Zen
idea of Majo(}5iill) in the three aspects. Despite somewhat
boring analysis and demonstrations, I felt they left nothing to
draw a conclusion. Briefly, the pith of his thought is as
follows.

First, the consciousness on the stratum through Majo’s Zen
idea is very harmonious. Therefore, he fused the non-zen(%k
%) with Zen Buddhism(i#’) as the central figure. Again, he
unified and integrated the many affiliation of the northern
Zen(JLo5i#) into the southern Zen(Fd%%iff). These can be said
to be suggestive that he switched from aristocratic or
highbrow Buddhism to popular and mass Buddhism.

Second, the matter is whether his social consciousness held
fast to negativity indeed. This point is inconsistent and
discrepant each other. That is to say, while he pursued the
world of consciousness that is remarkably improved in the

view of unattached idea(ie emptiness, Z%) of Mahayanist



Buddhism, he greatly affirmed an actuality in the stand that
mind-nature(t) is in the nature(F#X), and then it brought
about a criticism called 'denial of free will".

Third, as you're able to know by the facts mentioned
above, although Majo was willing to embrace all standing on
his amalgamative thoughts, he seemed that he took an
neutral attitude between an embodiment of positive idea of
Bodhi-sattva(3%4if) and a circular historical view of chinese
tradition. If you draw a conclusion that it's his limitations,
we can say that, the ulterior thought of southern Zen had
immanently and inherently a perpetual overcome about a
realistic limit and had the factors which could escape from an

ideology of Buddhism called actual reform.
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The study of Zen Thought of Ven. Kyung-Hur
and Significance of present-day

Kim, Kyung-jib / Dongguk University

The permission for the monks to enter in the Seoul in
Enlightenment of Korea, which is given by the Japanese
Government-General of Korea, has endowed to them with the
restoration of their authority. However, it must be recorded
here that they made much endeavors by themselves to
retrieve their former position. A matter of prime importance
is that they followed the genuine faith for the Lord Buddha
as their guiding principle in life under the worst circumstance
and they coped very actively with new changes of the
situation, nevertheless they have no golden opportunity to
abolish all bad law by themselves. In short, they could not
help depending upon Japanese Buddhists who have cherished
design upon Korean Buddhism. That's why the current trend
of Korean Buddhist at the times changed passively.

At this very moment, the zen practice of Korean Buddhism
led by the Ven. Kyung-Hur(1946~1912) in order to not only
educate monks and to do away with evil practices, but also

to observe traditional ascetic practices and to remove social



inequality. It may be added here that the Master Kyoung-Hur
has devoted to the Samadhi-Prajia Community which has
become a doctrinal foundation of National Buddhist

Movement.



