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(Abstract)
A Brief Review of the Ritual of Penitence in
Chinese Buddhism

Lee, Sung—Woon
Research Professor, Dongbang Culture Graduate Univ.

Since Buddhism introduction to China, the ritual of penitence
(1% by reading the siitra has developed. This writing considers
how it was accepted and has developed in Chinese Buddhism.
The background from which it developed in Chinese Buddhism
can be said that Buddhism accepted Chinese ideas such as
emphasis on ‘courtesy, ghost, filial duty and nation through
cultural cross—fertilization with Confucianism and Taoism.

Letter of penitence (#30) was central to the early stage of
formation of the ritual of penitence but it appeared gradually
the way of worshiping Buddha's name, which has the purpose
of overcoming hardship, misfortune and disease and of gaining
virtue by reciting Buddha's name. Starting with Cibei
daochang chanfa (T&3EELHEE,), Seven stages for worship
and repentance (LH5iE#) by Xinxing and Fahua sanmei chan yi
(MF3E=RRI%E,) - the Ritual of penitence with Avalokitesvara -
the Ritual of penitence with vipulya (5Z#i%) - the Ritual of
penitence with Mahavairocana (&Y6H1#i%) by Tiantai Zhi—yi (K
A 25H) allowed golden age of the ritual of penitence to begin.

Afterwards, Zong mi (%) created Yuan jue jing daochang
xiu ziu zheng yi (EIEHSGELHEZE,), Hua yanpuian xing yuan

xiu zheng yi (THEREEY THAIZZ5(#%,), Cibei sanmei shui chan (74



FE=mk/ki#,), Quan shouyan dabei xin zhou xingfa ("FFHRAZE

LWi4T%,s) and Li nian mituo daochang changfa (i &ihbe e,

1#1%,). Like this, each Buddhist sect created its own manual for

the ritual of penitence and practiced it. About when

Zhi-yi

wrote Mohe zhi gu an ("EE(-#],) and Fahua sanmei chanyi,

five repentance (filf) was established such as penitence -

invitation - joyful acceptance for other's luck - retuning one's

merit to others - vow which are the terms of the main ritual of

penitence., Method of practicing are made up of ten

stages

from firstly cleaning practice hall to tenthly observing the

reality rightly in seating meditation,

Key Words: the ritual of penitence (%),
Fahua sanmei chan yi (T:3E =mkI48%,),
five repentance (fifff), Tiantai Zhi—yi (K&

Zong mi (53%)
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