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{Abstract)

The Relation between Monks and Laymen in
Buddhist Kamma,

Shin sung hyun
DONGGUK UNIVERSITY

This paper aims to illuminate the relation between monks and layman
in the early Buddhism. The first disciple of Sakyamuni Buddha was
Upasaka not Bhiksu(monk). When Sakyamuni Buddha attained Enlighten-
ment under a Bodhi tree, two merchants called Tapussa and Bhalliya offered
meals to Him and became the first Upasaka. This is even before the sermon
of Migadaya for five monks. This story shows that Buddha did not
distinguish laymen from monks.

Laymen should respect monks, open their homes to monks and offer them
the necessities of life, while monks should sermon the teaching of Buddha
to laymen and lead laymen to the right way. This can be summed up as
the relation of material giving and dharma giving. Only when this material
and spiritual dana(giving) relation is well maintained, Buddhist Sangha can
survive and sustain.

The conflicts between monks and laymen can be revealed to the outside
from time to time. This is due to the lack of their negligence of bodily
discipline and duties. Where there are good laymen, we tend to witness
many good monks. When monks do not lead exemplary lives as monks,
laymen lose respects and faith for monks. When both of laymen and monks

are negligent in their bodily discipline and duty, the relation of them will
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be also dismantled.

The relation between laymen and monks was reciprocal at the time of the
early Buddhism. In terms of material relation, they were the offerers and the
offered; in terms of religious relation, they were the preached and the
preacher; in terms of truth, they were the protector of dharma and the
inheritor of dharma. As for religious acts such as practices and sermons,
monks lead laymen. On the other hand, to spread the truth and protect the
Buddhist sect, laymen play more leading roles and monks are more or less

protected.

Key Words : Buddhist Sangha, Monk Laymen, Upasaka, Kamma
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