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{Abstract)

The Buddhist rituals of ChucheonGBJE) and Chodo(E¥)

Lee, Sung - woon

Moon, Ki-jo(Ven. Moon - hyun)

Buddhism, which accepted the idea of continuing life-and-death reincarnation
in the six realms after death according to the karma done during life, developed
the variety of rituals for the dead. This writing considers Cheondojae(J&#75, the
ritual for the dead to attain rebirth in the Pure Land) which is the Korean
Buddhist rituals for the deceased, and the rituals of ChucheonGEJE, praying for
the repose of one's soul) and Chodo(EEE, reciting, worshiping and doing
penance for the dead) prior to it, and examines whether practicing Cheondojae
in Korean Buddhism conforms to the Buddhist teachings. Chucheon is the rites
where they put offerings at a specific service such as Chilchiljae(4-+75, the
weekly ritual for the deceased for seven weeks), and Chodo is the rites where
they invite monks and nuns to recite sutrasGHEE) and make a ceremonial
repentance before the Buddha and Bodhisattva with adoration(ig{4).

The rituals of Korean Buddhism are a bit far from Buddhist doctrine and this

is the case in the purpose of the ritual practice. In addition, the concept of the
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spirit and the recognition of its dwelling place and the intermediate stage
between death and rebirth, etc, are different from those of the doctrine, which
might be a dilemma in terms of accepting and practicing these rituals, The rituals
widely practiced in modern Korean Buddhism include Yeongban(Z#8R, banquet
for the soul of dead monks and nuns) suitable for Chucheon and Sisik(fif, the
rites of banquet) suitable for Chodo, These two rites were developed into
Cheondojae, and they were established as the major rites for faith and practice
in Korean Buddhism so that one may purify karma and accumulate good deeds

for oneself.

Key words: The Buddhist rituals, Semsara(life—and—death reincarnation),
Chucheon(GEE, praying for the repose of one's soul), Chodo(#2
& reciing, worshiping and doing penance for the dead),
Yeongban(£28R, banquet for the soul of dead monks and nuns),
Gwaneum sisik(EISHER, Avalokite$vara banquet), Cheondojae
(BEEZE, the ritual for the dead to attain rebirth in the Pure Land)



