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ABSTRACT

A Critical Study on the Formation and Development
of Sinin Order of Silla Buddhism

Cheong, Seongjoon
Research Professor, Institute for Esoteric Buddhism, Uiduk Univ.

This essay is to study on the Sinin Order(iflE[15%) of Silla Buddhism to examine
the foundation of Defence of Fatherland Buddhism(F&[Ef#%5). The transmission
of Buddhism which was late among four countries around Korean peninsula that
had minized the conflict between traditional existing Shamanism and Buddhism
by adopting primitive Esoteric Buddhism to persuade similarity of the two
religions and supporting the power of presitige of new arriving religion. The
invasion of Chinese Tang dynasty was frustrated Mudra Rite(3{H25EE)
constructed by Myeongreng which provided opportunity of building Sacheonwang
Temple(P9KEF) and later Hyunseong Temple(31E5<F) in Koryo dynasty as a
base of Defence of Fatherland Buddhism which lasted till Chosun dynasty. The
source of Mudra Rite is Consecration Dharani Eradicating Demons Sutra(ffit
TERFEETENAIAR), the 7™ Chapter of Consecration Sutra(EJE#K) which was
utilized by Myeongrang so there exist some linkage between Myeongrang and
Milbon(%7K) as the latter utilized Medicine Buddha Sutra(3Eif%) which is 12nd
Chapter of Consecration Sutra (BEJERS). The Koryo dynasty was the peak period
of Esoteric Buddhism of Korean Budhdist History which inaugrated so many
ritual and rite of Esoteric Buddhism which were established for defending
frequent invasions of foreign enemies. The Sacheonwang Temple and Hyunseong
Temple was center temple for those rite but at the same time the masters of

Esoteric Buddhism still concerned in practicing Buddist enlightenment by way of
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Mantra and Dharani and attempt the integration of Esoteric Buddhism and Seon
Budhdism, which were transmitted to Chosun Buddhism but those orders of
Esoteric Buddhism like Chonji Order(##55%) and Dharani Up(fF&3) were
extincted by the new kingdom supported Confucianism as an ideology of Chosun

dynasty.

Keywords : Sinin ~ Order(ifE[15%), Esoteric  Buddhism, Myeongrang(HHER),
Sacheonwang Temple(F9RKT=F), Defence of Fatherland Buddhism(GEEIZY),
Mudra Rite(SCHEELEY)
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