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[ Abstract ]

Peculiarities of the Pure Land in Korean Buddhism

Han Tae-shick
(Professor, Dongguk Univ. in Seoul)

This thesis revolves around the idea of Pure Land dating
back to the Shilla era in analyzing that in Korean Buddhism.

Firstly, the idea has been researched a lot, centered around
the Three Sutras of the Pure Land. It is hard to agree with those
scholars who say Korea neglected the Amitayur-dhyana-stitra, because
it is just that the data and material remaining now rarely include the
tome’s commentary, not that those followers of the idea during the
era disregarded any of the three sutras. Moreover, it has been
confirmed that there had been researches and studies on the
Pratyutpanna-buddha-sammukhavasthita-samadhi-sttra. =~ Those  are
thought to constitute Pure Land Buddhism of the country.

Secondly, the idea has emphasized the 48 Great Wishes of
Amitaba, whose denomination was truly a revolution of the idea. The
song is still widely recited in Korea as a Buddhist prayer. Judging
from this, it seems that the idea of Pure Land contributed to the 48
Great Wishes” becoming part of Buddhist practice in Korea.

Thirdly, the idea has focused on the Ten Thoughts and,
especially, the 1819 and 20" among the 48 Great Wishes while
giving avariety of interpretations of the Prayer of the Ten Thoughts.
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The interpretation of the Ten Thoughts differed depending on who
interpreted it.

Fourthly, the idea has aimed towards the invocatory Zen of
the Mind-Only Pure Land. Since the Goryeo Dynasty, Zen Buddhism
had prospered, driving out the study of the Pure Land or absorbing
the idea as a way to practice Zen, until YongMing YanShou's
invocatory Zen found its way to Korea from China to influence
Korean Buddhism up to now. In this vein, Korean Buddhism might
not be a simple Zen Buddhism but one revolving around invocatory
Zen. This peculiarity lasted until the Joseon Dynasty.

Fifthly, Korean Buddhism could not see the sect of the Pure
Land sect forming in spite of the wide-spread teachings and belief of
the idea. It seems that was because of as mentioned earlier, the
belief's and idea’s being too popular that stemmed a sect from

forming.

[ Key words ]

invocation of nang mo-ahr amitaba, Mind-Only Pure Land, Jaseong
Mita, Gujok Shimnyum, Naeji Shimnyum, Wonhyo, Shimnyum
Wangsengwon, Pure Land sect, Larger Sutra, Amitayur-dhyana-siitra,
Amita Sutra, Pratyutpanna-buddha-sammukhavasthita-samadhi-stitra,
Jangto Sambugyeong
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