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Abstract

The Sameness and Difference between Yesujae and Gakbaejae

Lee, Seong-woon
(Visiting Professor at Dongbang Culture Univ.)

This writing considers the sameness and difference between
Yesujae(7E{E2E, performing the rites while one lives in order to be
reborn in the Buddha's land after death) and Gakbaejae (4% 7F7%; one
type of the rites for the spirit of the dead) whose main text is
Yesujaestwangsaengchilgyeong(FFlE |- EAH48).

The Ten kings who are in the charge of judgement of the dead are
invited and served offering in both rites and there are the sameness
and difference in their purpose, program, whom it may concermn and
their role, origin and filiation,

Yesujae is the rite that one performs the ceremony of every seven
days during 49 days while one is alive to be reborn in the Buddha's
land after one’s death and Gakbaejae is the rite that living others
perform the consolation ceremony for the spirit of the dead to be
reborn in the Land of Bliss by the grace of Buddha. But both have
the same purpose that one wishes for the deceased to reborn in the
Pure Land.

The fake money ceremony for the deceased to repay the debt in
after lifeGiigdfEX) and the ceremony for burning the sealed
confirmation of repayment of the debt in past life (560 are
performed and the Keeper of the underworld safe (FErJE) is called in
Yesujae. Dharma talk is peformed in order to work on virtue of the
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deceased, and the witnesses of the three holy sages, the Ten kings
and their dependents are called in Gakbaejae.

As in Suryukjae(UKPEZS, the offering ritual for land and water), the
ceremony of calling the deceased(#iff&Es) is performed in Yesujae
but the deceased is called as a member of the dependents in
Gakbaejae, as the dead has already departed this life. Although
Fengdu the Great and Taishan Fujun in Chinese netherworld belief
appear in both rites, they are not significant. It may be because there
are Buddha and Bodhisattvas superior to them.

The role of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva is similar in both rites but a
subtle difference is that his relief is emphasized in Yesujae and his
embodiment in Gakbaejae. Similarly for the King of the netherworld,
his majestic ornamentation of the land is highlighted in Yesujae while
his judgement in the land of the dead in Gakbaejae.

Both succeed to the offering ritual oration for land and water but
the ritual oration of the latter is to invite the Ten kings to offerings,
which is influenced by GuweongongiebanmunCEii#i~C, Outline of
Buddhist Rituals for invitation to dfferings). Gayoung(#qk, Buddhist
music and hymns praising the virtue and merits of Buddha and gods)
in both rites conforms to Guweongongjebanmun but Gesong(fRAH,
Buddhist stanza) of Goa(##%, therefore I) which Guweongongjebanmun
doesn’t contain is chanted in Yesujae.

Yesujae was published in the 16" century but the birth and death
date of its compiler,Daewoo is said to be the 17" century. This
disagreement gives us the challenge to examine research material and
study the time of publication of Yesujae, its filiation and influence

relationship.

Key words
Yesujaesiwangsaengchilgyeong(TAE T A4S, Yesujae(FAETE, performing
the rites while one is alive in order to be reborn in Buddha's land
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after death), Gakbaejae(#%#F7%: a type of the rites for the spirit of
the dead), Yeongasnjae(%Zll175, Vulture Peak ritual). The fake
money ceremony for the deceased to repay the debt in after
life(iEE86%3%), the ceremony for burning the sealed confirmation of
repayment of the debt in past life(f&5t), Fengdu the Great,
Taishan Fujun, Gweongongiebanmun(CEiiaMC, Outline of Buddhist
Rituals for invitation to offerings).

=2eTel 810 17, AAYEEY : 18 12. 4. HAERY ;18,12 4.




